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President's Prose 


Calendar 
fim in the process of checking oot a Kenvood 


TS-950SDX HF Transeciver that SVECS will soonbe selling. [ee DeAnza electronic flea market 

nice rig with dual receivers and lots of ether capabilities, and I SCCARA General Meeting 

admit I'm having some fun with t's heavyweight though, and SCCARA Board Mecting-~San Jose Red 
460 pounds fs tle hard to move around. The font pane has Cross 730p, all are welcome) 

3 knobs and batons so those af you who like knobs to fiddle with 

‘would beim heaven, There are also SX mens functions, x0 knobs 


Dena electronic lea market-We host! 


A few weeks ago I suddenly lost the capability to share General Meeting 
files among the tnee computers on my LAN. The absotly pe 
useless error message was "Not enough server storage is available Day: ‘Monday, May 14, 2012 
to process tis command. Sime that dat lead me To an TAO PRI 
fected anti, Teveataly Laroed (Gun, yoweting the Kaiser Santa Clare, in 196 


internet) that the problem was likely eased by a download frm un Fred Townsend AESQL on the 
Norton AntiVirus, which use hecatse [gt it fee from Comcast RigExpert AA-230Proantenna analyzer 
AAs the writesup suggested, | went info the Registry, added a 

parameter called IRPStackSize, gave ita value of 30 (decimal) and Tomes a 
hovr everything works fin, Ive also lost the capability to access 

the files on my website using Internet Explorer with fp. suspect 
Tea thank Norton for thats well, bu there are other methods 

There was_an interesting article in the April QST 
(Experiment 111 Coiled-Coax Chokes, page 61) where the euthor 
showed the results of his experiment shoving the effect of cuil 
diameter and. spacing onthe seliresonant frequency. 
Unfortunatly, the author let some unanswered questions wit 
respect to their use with antennas, Tha resulted in some nehime 
‘iscussion and subsequent emails that you might find intresting 

Ennai ftom member: "I just read the April QST magazine 
article again and the same nagging thought still goes through my 
head. Ifyou were unlucky enough to wind a co af coax ant & 
coke that happened o be resonant a he antenna frequency you 
‘were using, would this prevent cnergy from getting othe antenna? 

‘And if you pumped enough energy into it would it heat up and 
maybe bur up? 

My answer (shortened): “Here's what 1 think: The 
resonance (patallel resonance) is duc to. the interwinding 
‘apacitance = capacitance heticen tums ~ and the inductance ~ 
‘af cach turn —of the coiled coax shield. Now if we believe that 
this inductance and capacitance exists om the OLITSIDE of the 
shield only, then it daesn' prevent energy ffom geting to the 
fnlenna since the antenna currents traveling onthe INSIDE of the F 
shicld. On the inside, the coax stil looks lik a transmission line era 
fad the fact that t's cole up fs no effet on is performance, On 
the outside ofthe shield, though, the coiled coax looks like a series 
‘tring of parallel resonant ereits, one per turn, This theory sal 
thas on the skin effect andthe fact tha the currents on the inside 
fof the shield andthe currents nthe outside of the shield are aot 


‘The deadline for articles i the lst Monday of the mont 


Vie Peden Fat Tomaend AEG asta 


‘Sten Tree Don Ving ROPHQ Sei Sk0 


age ai: natal can 


Repeater Wall ten, KAGYMID "205-3807 


ead ae ick ar Ae os Pk 4 th oa, ian 


ers eee td 
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the sme 
‘As to heating up since the observed effect is paala 
resonance, the impedance rise at resonance so the care drops 
Sovseleheting shouldnt he an tase. On the other hand, the 
Sollage across the coi and between ts could esomse quit hig 
{Gites the applied voltage) and arcing might occur 
[donlsc where the resonance peak inthe QST articles 


an sue, bit the magnitude of he spedance nes o alas he 
innge ompared tothe characteristic mipedance ofthe coax. Heres 
‘hore:I was jst ooking at he Transosion Lincs chapter of my 
[ARRL Handbook Here they show shoke baluns made of coiled 


“were constructed 10 have a high impedance atthe indicated 
frequencies” i oer word, [they are] resonant” 

‘Rbalun, whether scungas acartenchake or ediectng 
the eurret foo the outside of the hil can prevent the fale 
from radiating. Conversely it prevents the eine om actin 
2 recetinganicana ae well lathe eave ofa drctonal antenna 
Sucka a Vag, ths is igh desirable since it preserves the shape 
the amends pater. Thor usefulness with & resonant dipole 
bata since the elect of Ieedineradition om the antenna 
pattem isnealigible Seth Handbook) andthe elon catering 
Enuleaving the pal don care the feeds balanced oraat The 
Soued. coax choke. baluns. ate most effective. below thir 
Sclfsesonant Geguency where the reactance is inductive, and 
iecome increasingly incfecive at egucncies above. their 
Sltresonant frequency. There ar ther lun designs tat are aot 
So fegueny-dependa 

That's for this month. Join Don and Wally on our 
ameter snd ID-mcter nets | hope to ace yous the Sanford 
Powwow May 13-13, Lou (WAGQYS) wll be providing the 
detail 


73, Don, AEOPM 


Field Day 


Field Day 2012, June 23 and 24 


Dosing Field Day, operstors ast pin local parks, at 
shopping malls, or even in thei own backyamds and gt onthe it 
‘sing generators or attery power: Field Day was designed to test 
‘peratrs abies to se up and operate portable stations under 
‘hnrgency eondtons sha the Isso electri. We want te 
Sesmtniy to koow that in the evento an emergency, we wil be 
‘ead fo abit in any aye cn While people fen ink hat 
Cell phones or other communications tesholugies have seplaced 
sam’ radio, we can stl provide an iportantsommaniceons 
sevice that ther an 

Field Day is 9 scrious test of kil, ut ti also contest 
for fin and the largest “om-ai” operating event cach year. During 
the weekend, radi operator ry to contact many hice Fld 
Day siations as posal 

The Santa Clara County Amateur Radio Associstion wil 
bold Field Day n Alviso and willbe operating rm Saray, une 
23'ull Sunday, June 24. Setup walle on Fray, Jue 22. We 
inne that anyone ho sintered in sesing what Amateur Rado 
teal abst wll come out for Fld Day. A map and more deta 
willbe published in next montis SCCARA-GRAN 

TAL the May 14 SCCARA general mecting 1 will be 
looking fr voluntosts to help check out our radio equipment. At 
the lune I SCCARA gence meting the program wil be about 


Field Day 1 willbe passing around sign-up sheet for anyone 
‘rating to parcpat in Field Day. 


Till next month...73, 
Grogs KFSFNA 


Powwow 


SCCARA will again have a HP station operating at the 
‘Stanford American Indian Pow Wows. This will be on Mothers 
Day weekend, May 11, 12 and 13th We will be setting up the 
antennas and station Friday aftemoon. Come help and see what 
fakes to setup a temporary station to work across the county oF 
around the world. You might get ideas to incorporate in your own, 
hhome station. Do come and eperate the club station, WoUW, on 
the HF bands. Irepardless of your license class you may operate 
fm all the bands with the help of friendly contal operators wo 
‘ill familiarize you with the radios and various anteanas for 
‘optimum performance and enjoyment. The station willbe set 

fear the North East comer of the Pow Wow grounds. Talkin wil 
beonthe SCCARA repeater, WOU, 146.985- with s PLof 14.8 
Tere sa BBQ forthe Indian community but SCCARA members 
are invited t0 join in. So. bring a dish to share. fruit, 
‘lonschips, cookies eic. At the Pow Wow there wil be indian 
‘Sancing. drumming and Indian crafts forsale. Come and enjoy 
{day of radio operating and experience the sights and sounds of 
‘ifferent culture 


Lou, WAGQYS 


ARRL News 


From The ARRL Letter, April 8, 2012 


FCC SEEKS PUBLIC COMMENTS ON EMERGENCY 
COMMUNICATIONS BY AMATEUR. RADIO. AND 
IMPEDIMENTS TO AMATEUR RADIO 
COMMUNICATIONS 


In response the Congressional directv to prepare a sty to 
acess "Amateur ‘Radios role in, cmergency and dieser 
Cenmnicaon andthe impact of privae ad we regulon on 
the Amateur ommanisabtyoprovie such conuniaions 
SHERCC tased Da 12523 sling comments om he publ 
The pete fox public comment us al Nay 17-2012 


“As part of the sty contained in Public Law No. 112.96, the 
CComtnson has opened 45 day period for comment tobe filed 
fon the issue," aid ARRL Regulafory Information Manager Dan 
Henderson, NIND. "Because ofthe short deadline forthe study 
torte completed and presented to Congress ~ before the end of 
‘August the ARRL and the amateur community must gulchiy 
inobliz thir response” Readmore at ww arrorgnew 
fee seeks public comments-n-emergeney-communiations by- 
mater radio-aninpdiment tamara. 


ARRL SEEKS COMMENTS ON PROPOSED 33. CM BAND 
PLAN 


‘A few months ago, the ARRL UHP/Microwave Band Plan 
Commitee asked the Amatcur Radio community about current, 
planned and projected uses of the amateur bands between 903 
Mii-3.s GHz. The response was beyond our expectations, with 
hhundreds ofcommentsand suggestions received, Afterreadingthe 
feedback, the Committeebegan working on the band plans, and the 


draft plan for 33cm (902-928 MHz) is now ready fr review 
Read more at wowsartl-orginews/arri-secks~ 
Comments on proposed-33-onrband- pa 


From The ARRL Leter, April 12,2012 


AMATEURS MUST PROTECT NEW RADARS IN 23 CM 
BAND 


‘The Federal Aviation Administration is deploying « new 
generation af Common Air Route Surveillance Radar (CARSR) 
that has some implications forthe use ofthe 1240-1300 MHz (23 
cm) band by amateurs. The Amateur Service allocation in this 
bbandisona secondary basis, withaeronauticalradionavigation and 
several other services primary in the United States Table of 
Frequency Allocations.” The FCC rules require that amateur 
stations operating in the 23 cm band may not cause harmful 
interference to stations in the radionavigation-satllite service, the 
aeronauticalradionavigation service, the Farthexploration satelite 
Service active) orth space rescarch service (active). One case oF 
/hanmfl interference in Southern California has been reported 

CCARSRs are being installed in several dozen locations 
throughout the country and will use various frequencies in the 
1240-1350 Miz range with an occupied bandwidth of about 3 
Mule. In the viinty of the radars, amateur operation may be 
precluded ina portion ofthe 23 emband. The ARRL sin coatact 
{withEAA engineers, Weantcipate thatthe constrains on amateur 
tse of the band will be limited to those necessary to protest 
{viation safety. which of course cannot be compromised 


Work in Progress 


Not much progres to report, projects either deferring to 
unscheduled interventions or simply pokingalog t slacial peed. 
John (WEIPP) was bindsied by car failure. What was supposed 
‘oben outpatient operation turhed out to be serious surgery. The 
arhas been put back together again and is responding w rehab 
Sand a fall recovery is expected. However the rebuild of the 
Csheraftantenna hasbeen delayed. There is sill nantenna party 
onthe horizon 

“Toe W6SNV) took delivery fis Yaesu Antenna Rotator 
ands more than pleased. As Ron Popeil of infomercial fame used 
torsay, us Set land Forget It" The rotator simply grinds away 
With no one in attendance, searches forthe pre-selected heading 
tnd on geting close, stows down and kisses the destination. The 
Force 12 C388 has been disassembled, oxidation removed and 
polished, reassembled using Noalox ands ready to operate. The 
baly thing Tet is to fashion two short mast sections, one goes 
[blow the rotator affixed tothe tower and the ar above to hold 
the antenna.Joe narrowly avoided heat stroke when he tan the 

i conductor contol cable though his atic and out under the 
ve ofthe roof to emerge next tothe ower. Wemay yet live soe 
{his projet completed nour Isftime. 

CClatk (KEGKXO) was delayed much like John. His 
bottommounted Hy-CainRotataron his MA-40 tubular ower kept 
Tocking up when tying to rotate the antenna some 40 fect above 
You might have heard about the tower lowering incident that 
pretzeled the sale. So the tower hasbeen lowered again, would 
Soubelieve without incident. Shows you what practice can do. All 
Btemptsto get the sad aligned with the al belo have fied. 
The factory going to send him anew one fori which seems 
exttemely reasonable. Thopehe doesnt remember who destroyed 
{tin the frst pace! 


Viki (KI6WDS) isthe exception for this month Viki lives in a 
duplex that fronts on Wolfe Road in Cupertina - It one of those 
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mirror image condos tht is split down the middle fore and aft, 
from the garden in the front, to the dividing wall though the 
middle, then tothe fence out back, Theresa gabled oot that rans 
across both units, eight fo left, along the long axis ofthe building 
this parallel with the street, Viki lives inthe let unit, and would 
‘yo helieve, the land lor lives in the right unit. The concept of a 
landestine antenna project takes on new meaning under these 
Circumstances! "The coconspirator_in this. project is Gree 
(KEGENA) sho cary om outlined an MO based on boiling a frog 
by turing up the heat ever so slowly. Step one Wa to mount 
pole on her chimney using TV antenna straps. ‘This went up with 
{pulley atthe top and the equivalent of a lag rising halyard. So 
farall quite on the eastem Hont! There isan unruly bush next to 
Viki's Back door. just the sing in which to hide a push up mult 
section mast. In, upand again nothing heard. Finally Gregg goton 
the roof and connected a wire fram the chimney pole tothe fear 
bhash pole 21 fet tobe exact. The length was suggested by Clark 
(KEGKXO) who remembered this length as having magical 
resonances just about any place you needed, A 1:1 balun 
{erminated wath a PL-259 coanectorallowed coax to enter Viki'« 
shck through a conveninily located window. ‘The antenna wire 
‘Went to one terminal, two ground radials to the ether and thea 
across the backyard, Firs reports are that it works well on 40 
‘hough 10 meters. Theres some tidying up todo, butte fog has 
been boiled without a eroak 


Gots K. Brandt, K6GKB, 
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Years ago, when men were men, x boy lived ona fr in 
North Dakota named Clark (KEGKXO)- In today's terminology. 
“Helivedof¥the Grid.” Electrification was stil years in he future, 
so clevticity was generated on the farm and stored in great glass 
enclosed batteries. ‘The farm was Way ahead of the neighbors 
bring the first to have an indoor toilet Eventually the farm played 
itself out and the farnily moved to San Jose, California where Clark 
‘was enrolled in a private school along with his siblings. The 
School honed some of the rough edges, but the pioneer can-do 
Spint lived on. And so it was that Clark decided t build his own 
Rouse and mals his home in Aliso California. At that tm, the 
old "New Chicago” was miles from civilization, a port city on the 
South end of San Francisco Bay. Ships could come and go as they 
pleased. The town had shades ofthat “OM the Grid” atmosphere. 
Looking south, you could just see the Bank of America Building 
in downtown San Jose. Looking north across endless bay lands 
‘was Hangar #1 at Moffett Field, and then nothing until he 680 foot 
rio tower in Palo Alto 


Having, been raised in that self reliant mode where 
anything is possible, Clark decided that an ordinary house would 
foto He was sediced by a Buckminster Fuller 39 font diameter 
‘geodesic dome that could be bought as aki the individual facets 
bring preassembled. This wis big enough to use as 8 house, ut 
the repeated flooding in Alviso presented a problem. If the dame 
‘were constructed at ground level would strely’ crown in one oF 
these floods. A fiend of Clark's was faking Architectoral 
Engineering at Cal Polly and took an intrest in elevating the 
dome, Lots of math was required to configure five poles that 
would bold up the dome, make room below for a garage, a 
‘workshop, a laundry room and a washroom and living quarier: 
hove. Creating t skirt thal was consistent withthe dome provided 
‘challenge. The difficulty wa the absence of any right sngles in 
the design even the five poles teaching backwards from the center. 
The top and bottom are artfully partitioned with a walk around 
balcony. Looking back, Clark looks with wonderment at the 
compound angled cuts he had to make on lumber that even now is 
‘mitered to perfection. I took more than a year to complete hack 
fin 1074 and fas since become a point of interest in Alviso. The 
final touch was enclosing a small back section of the garage for a 
tam shack, surely the most unigue in our club 


Goetz K. Brandt, K6GKB, 


April Dinner meeting 


Photos by Goetz K. Brandt, K6GKB 


For Sale 


A complete Kenwood S 
is offered for sale 


tion consisting ofthe following 


Kenwood TS-940SAT with al ters (CW & AMD, 
Voice Synthesizer. Sub Display now it with LEDS. 
Built in antenna tuner. All factory upgrades, Total 


alignment and PLL solder fixes 3 years ago $900 
Kenwood MC-60 microphone $100 
‘Kenwood $M.220 Station Monitor $250 
‘Kenwood SP-040 matching speaker with fiers $100 
Kenwood HS-S0 Head phones $50 
Timewave DSP-9 Extemal DSP audio Processor $50 

total $1,450 
Asa package deal $1,200 

Shipping 


Free Delivery can be sranged. lnclude ll cables, manuals and 
‘sociated papers and orginal product brochures and nsrctions 
This combinstion has worked and confirmed 350 ARRL. DX 
oe curently son line and if interested you can call meat 
(408) 267-2624 008) 261-0965. Alocan beseeninQRZ under 
soy call 


Dick Letrich, W6KM 


Trojan Horse 


Any numberof people are currently breathing life int old 
antennas. Not tobe left out Lapproprated a vertical three band 
Antenna irom Clark Murphy's (KE6KXO) junk yard. It had 
‘Weathered considerably and looked justawul. Pure aluminum has 
the ability to grow a very tough uniform oxide layer that provides 
beautiful protective coating. Unfortunately, aluminumalfoy dacs 
fot do this, creating a leprosy that makes a mess of electrical 
Connections and overall appearance. The aircraft industry realized 
thiscarly on and has been fabricating “Alclad” corrosion resistant 
aluminum sheet for years. Its formed fom high-purity aluminum 
Surface layers metallurgically bonded to high strength aluminum 
alloy core material. Externally it behaves like pure amin, 
Intznally it behaves like a high strength alloy. 


Clark loaned me 2 Black & Decker Workmate that 
allowed th niviual clement oe clap in place. Using 10 
{itsanding strips, ashocsine stoping ofthe tubes removed the 
erosion." follow up with 00 grt see wool polished th tibes 
{otrmimor fish, "Wrapping the sanding sip around wooden 
dowelsallowed me remeve te coroson fom te nsde mating 
Surfaces where tubes would be iment. By some mimcle, the 
lamps wer all pure aluminum and responded to phosphoric acid 
Stich cleaned tema wht fish A ripto GBH provided ll 
lhe fasteners needed to replace what bad une Yon. 


Reasembly was staight forward, simply the reverse of 
thedisasenbly, The only tek was to etic Nosion betwecy al 
the mang surfaces to gumantee obi contact between the 
cements This stu is nasty i 6 black and. gets all over 
rerytting, Using an aalog okt meter verified Ut everthing 
Somed tobe back together attached an MFI-359 analyzer tomy 
diye band antenna ted thats when tc project tok 8 le ture 
There were als but nowbere ner any tam Band tat had ever 
teand of This vertel is actually tee distin pisces tha are 
Muthal to cach olber th eollinear cols tet jump. aos 
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insulation gaps. ‘There ae three bands, and obviously two coils. 
‘which aren fact rape The coils are identical except one has more 
tums than the other. What seemed add was thatthe longer coil was 
atthe bottom and the shorter one atthe top. I swear {putt back. 
the way I found i, but maybe not. In any case, quick eall © Don 
Steinbach (W6PM) confirmed that this was illogical, the fist 
section was the highest frequency and required the smaller col 


have been playing (working) with this thing for almost 
‘wo weeks and it has fought meal the way. Lhave telescoped the 
sections in and ou, have squeezed the cols back and for like an 
accordion, I have added radials in all directions, have tied 
diferent heights, have planted it inthe middle of the back yard and 
torno eval, The best | could do vas to get it to resonate on 20) 
meters with avery deep null, 1:1, but then no other band of use. 
Pmaboutto ecyele a garbage can fll of aluminum cans, and thes 
may be some aluminum tubing sticking out the top! 


Goetz K. Brandt, K6GKB, 


Uglier than Before 


have always sid that tobe brilliant must be intoxicating 
and to be stupid pactiying, but tobe just clever enough to know 
that you arent very smart is a bad place to be. To add to my 
‘misery, Gary (WB6YRU) warmed me that my article about ugly 
baluns was lacking scientific method and now, a5 the “DUDI 
suid, “nes data has come to light" An article in the Apri ise of 
QST magazine addresses the hand wound coaxial erent balun 
‘withthe scien vigor didnot give tin my previous article. All 
the research I did never said that in addition to creating the 
inductance necessary to stop current flow you might actually be 
building a tap whose resonance couldbe at the working frequency. 
being choked. Graba form, wind up 20 fet of coax and you have 
Abroad band choke is what most articles said. Not te!” The 
diameter, the spacing the numberof turns, the coax used are all 
part ofthe equation and can result in both a current balun and 
tap. Lord have merey on the ignorant! 


A.callto Don (AESPM) explained (I hope Igo this right) 
that current exists internally inthe coax, and shin effect has aa 
ditional curent flowing on the outside ofthe coax. The tap is 
‘working with the intemal curent andthe choke withthe external 
current. Don realized Light screw this all up, so he pointed me 
foran article in the ARRL- Handbook that simply gives all the 
perameters for building chokes tht take the individual bands into 
Consideration [think | am going t ake the easy way out and buy 
am ARRL Handbook. 


Goctz K. Brandt, KGKB, 


Induction Hot Plate 


b any be «wrth onc non ot perm 


1 


sgh variety of cast iron pans, frst from China and 


then a st of Lodge cookware made inthe US. All were “Pre 

Sasonea tem ed to describe the non tic property cst iron 
achieves after years of se. [cat desrbe the chemical bonding 
{hat ook place when fied caps in these “Pre Seasoned” pans. 1 
‘owded Chisel and sballpecn hammer to remove my brea. 
Both the internet and many ends assured me this was a simple 
fs fingr painting These te the same people who tell me they oh 
ard bol eggs tht peel everytime Iu coat he pan with grease, 
beat nan oven for hour snd you're done, they sa) Soy. bk 
{tide ork for me, but here what dd 


oka file wit clean squate cod, Using just the end 
ofthe file, scrapped te inside of th pon ti ll te pebbly sand 
Son finsh was femoved. I then used an oral sander an a 
er finer grades of sandpaper, go the inside ofthe panto shine 
lke a mirror. Then | proceeded with the seasoning instruction, 
buding» new layer of eramsized oil on the inside and outside 
ff the pan. Nov de es unt oat in thei melted bute. 


In case your wondering, I'm retired and don’t have a 
garden, or for thal matter a yard tat needs attention. Infact there 
area lot of things that don’t get attention. That's what makes time 
fvailable for important things ike seasoning cas iron pans 


Goetz K. Brandt, K6GKB, 


New Radio 


The frst time had to pay estimated ta I nebelled atthe 
thought of filing ot the necesaty forms. I seemed 0 me that 
fone a year a quite enough Sol sity rots ot checks, pt 
sy soul scarf nunbera the top and “cunt nine 
‘momo field at the bottom. The naked checks went nto envelopes, 
tne tothe Feds and one tothe tte. And ao ss boon ever since 
four times a year Since I make no calclations, I simply send 
ough to cover al possibilities. Whether the money ssn my 
‘hocking account at eat 2c intrest or withthe government st 
Shsolite ero snerst sof litle consequence. I enon all this 
isenuse it produces prodigious refund tthe endothe year 


When you do your taxes with TAX CUT, ther is litle 
‘odometer in the upper fight hand corner that keeps track of your 
balance (refund inmy'case) and this year the excitement increased 
as reached the end ofthe process, This gift to me was of such a 
fagnitude tha i required some thinning out, And so it as that | 
bought neve radio, an leon IC-703, which is a QRP rig that has 
been discontinued 


[bought iton EBAY from someone working in Mountain 
View which eliminated the shipping cost. What got was a brand 
new radio in ICOM's LC-136 Backpack. This is a self eonained 
‘unit with battery, five band whip antenna, ground radials and 
charger. There isa separation case forthe contol head which 
allows easy access to the controls. Ithas an iternal antenna tuner 
‘which can tune a wet noodle. Best ofall itis functionally identical 
toan ICOMIC-706, so there was no learning curve. It has already 
bbeen on the air anda watts reached southern California, Nevada 
Utah and beyond. Ijustlove this radio! Now there isthe word of 
Jo power radio to explore. Ham Radio has lots of flavors and this 
‘one fates especially ood. 


Goctz K. Brandt, K6GKE, 


Rip van Winkle 


| must have been asleep for a great long time, because 1 
have just discovered Anderson Power Pole Connector. Judging 
by the astonishment of my Ham fends, these must have been 
invented when I was just a child. Needing to terminate some 
power cables, I went to Ham Radio Outlet and bought all the 
Components for acomplete Power Pole toolbox. The backbone of 
this collection i the eimping pliers that attach the terminals onto 
thie wifes, Just an awesome device that has ratchet that once 
you begin there sno reteat You must progress to destruction of 
‘with practice a perfect squeeze, Then the result of your work gts 
inserted into a plastic clip which also requires some intuition, This 
‘was very intimidating, but | was able to logic out what needed to 
bbe done and was successful. My first attempt was perfection and 
‘when [pt the tool sway [noticed the instructions which were just 
beneath the invoice. ‘They were suprisingly easy to undersiand 
ater the fact. 


| mention allthis, because as everyone else has already 
discovered these things are ingenious. Except for coor, the plastic 
tenclosures are identical. They are hermaphrodite, which means 
they perform the usual male/female plug function interchangeably 
They ean double up by locking to each other side by side. A col 
pin can be inserted between any two s0 tht they are forced to 
fruintain their alignment, neither sneaking ahead of the other. 
There is an endless aay of accessories, terminal blocks, fuse 
holders, distibution panels, you name it So simple and yet so 
devilishly clever. Lam nov fetrofiting them to all my wiring 


[wonder what else Ihave missed? Someone is probably 
going to tele that you can now fitan entire telephone into a shit 
pocket! No! No! Don't tell me, a pocket video phone with which 
Jou can sce and talk face to face with anyone anywhere in the 
‘world! Easy now, L may look stupid 


Goetz K. Brandt, K6GKB. 


Meeting Minutes 
General Meeting, April 9, 2012 E| 


Harry's Hofbrau, 390 Saratoga Ave, Santa Clara CA 98051 Status: 
Unreviewed 


The April General Meeting was a dinner meeting. After eating. a 
very bref formal mesting was called to order by Don Steinbach 
URESPM at 19:14 


Introductions of members and guests were made. A ard for Gwen 
‘was passed around for people a sign 


DDon made several announcements: The lea marketisthis Saturday 
April 14 the SVECS quarterly breakfasts Saturday April 28th 
the MS Walk is also Saturday the 28th. ‘There are many QSO 
partes, see the listing in QST. Thereare T more sate QSO parties 
{his month, 


Don K6PBQ mentioned a 100th Anniversary Titanic Special 
Events Station from taday through the 15th, 


Don AFGPM announced PARS is having an upgrade class from 


4265/21: six 2-hour weekly classes on Thursday evenings atthe 
“Mountain View Fire Administration building on Villa Ave, 
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Also Don AESPM as contacted with a job opportunity: 
eompany that docs EMI testing ed salesperson, an thot 
Same might hea. 


(Our flea market is in une, the SVECS flea market isin September. 


Don adjourned the meeting at 19:22. 


Board Meeting, April 16, 2012 


Ee 


wn Jose CA Status 


Red Cross Building, 2731 N Ist St 
Unreviewed 


The SCCARA Board Mesting was called to order by Don AE6PM 
at 938 


‘Attendance: President: Don Stsinbach AE6PM; Vice President: 
Fred Townsend AE6QL:; Secretary: Viki Moldenhauer KI6WDS; 
Treasurer: Gootz Brandt K6GKB, Trust: Don Village K6PBQ: 
Directors: John Glass NUSP. Lou Sterer WAGQYS, Gregg Lane 
KFOPNA, Gary Mitchell WB6YRU; Wally Batten KAGYMD; 
Visitors: Clark Murphy KE6KXO 


Announcements: Don AESPM announced the SCCARA-gram 
inputs are due to Gary no later than April 30, 2012. 


Treasurer's Report: Goetz K6GKB re 
checking ~ $5091.20; savings 


ted the account balances: 
(07; cash = S19545, 


Secretary's Report The March hoard meeting minutes were 
‘eviowed and no corrections were mae 


Vice Presidents Report: Fred AESQL had information on 
upcoming meeting presentations: Eleeraft will bein Tater in the 
{all Tom Schiller NoBT will speak on antennas and contesting: 
and there will be talks on ATV and SWR. Fred has also been in 
‘contact with the Los Gatos High School stent who was avarded 
‘scholarship toa Costa Rica DXpediion, and suggested we could 
{nvite high school clubs to join us Tor Field Day and use the GOTA 
Station. On the subject of future mecting topes, Goetz K6GKB. 
requested ‘we have Bob Vallio speak on the’ Kingman Reet 
DXpedition, and Viki KIGWDS mentioned George NENKT has 
bbeen on DXpeditions; we could have them in to talk, 


Discusion Topics: 
Sales i fo flea markst- After much dscusion, it appears we 
deeds uxpayer ID to collecalestax forthe PTB, Weer have 
‘FTeurplusojuipment bles per year without one, bt because we 
Sell non-surplas) fod, we need the ID sumer Goetz GOGRB. 
‘ll conirm've dn aiready have one, and get ws oe ceded 


Donation letter for tovtrlrotatorbeam - Viki KISWDS will write 
the letter: Lou WA6QYS, Gregg KFOFNA, and Clark KE6KXO 
‘sll provide her the information 


‘MOU with San Jose -Chris Swarthout has i, and will get itto Fred 
AB6QL. 


New ham handout - Gary WB6YRU reported the new member 
packet has been updated and delivered; the single-page handouts 
{argeted fr test classes; we should make a generic one for Field 
Day, flea markets, ete; Gary will update i 


‘Automated email mecting announcement - by default it doesn't 


fanle special events o date, hich may he confusing people: 
swat agra to ur it off is 
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2M repeater The Kenwood TKR-150 was rosived April7. The 
Duper i tthe 0 sitet moods someting, 3 wil 10 
Don AESPM Yor work. The new repeater basis owm controler. 
John NUSP recommended sting up the repeater using the internal 
ontollerto se owt works. The vo repeaters wll se separate 
tones: the existing Eagle Rock repeater wl se 1148, the new 
‘epeater ll ne 107-2 (ike the a repeater). No Sumer cet 
{Sinceded sf we have no extemal contoller.”For backup power, 
‘welse theater repeater, or hook up a batery. 


Field Day planning: 
Location - Greg KEGENA explained the problem of location: 
because of lack of signups to help with ttup teardown at 
‘Madonna, he and Clark KESKXO are loking at closer altemate 
Sites! one posits a water company lot in Alviso: we could 
Say sc up overnight, and bring in portapoty. lar can talk 
the lot onmer if we sce om ts ite One other posible fot iso 
[Bsoton and Laveace Expressvay (SE corer)” Gregg ill nail 
down location before the end of he month so canbe published 
Snthenext SCCARA- gram 


Existing bandpass filters - Don AE6PM has heen working on the 
fiers and delivered them to Gregg a the mocting. 


Transceiver interaction investigation - Gregg plans on testing the 
interaston between the various chi raion to simulate the 
Covocation ofa Field Day ste, Don AESPM volunteered to help 


Generator purchase The generator purchase willbe timed to have 
the 90-day warranty overlap with Feld Day by a month or so just 
in case of problems; the purchase will be before the next club 
seting. 


Lou WASQYS mentioned the SVECS breakfast on April 2; the 
speakers KEGMEI from the Mounted Search and Rescue Unit of 
the San Mateo County Shes Offic: let im know you want 
ent 


‘The NARCC Meeting will also be April 28th, They have 
published several proposals; Gary W6Y RU described the |SKHz 
plan (respacing 2UKinz to ISKHzin the lower repeater bands) 35 
Fequiring rework, butno loss of frequencies. After discussion, the 
lub would support this proposal. Wally KAGYMD will be going 
forthe meeting 


Lou WAGQYS informed everyone that anew area code overlay in 
the 408 area code will requie all cals to dial I-408-xax-xss 
feven for local calls This will afect our autodaler, John NUSP 
feported that both controllers can accomodate this, but we will 
feed to re-program them, 


Low also reminded the board thatthe Stanford Powwow will be 
12, and the SCCARA DeAza fles market s June St there 
up sheet at the next meet 


Staton Trste’s Report Don K6PBQ reecved the second 
iiteme forthe cub saton back fom the ARKL: He wil He te 
tinal wih Vikion posta copy atthe saton also mentioned 
the MS walk on Apri 38, winch he has enough hams to sal 


Editor's Report: Gary WBORYU reported the newsletter i at a 
state quo 


NOARY BBS Report 
status quo. 


[Repeater Chairman's Report: Wally KAGYMD said the NARC 
cchinges wold not impact our repeaters 


Web Masters Report: Wally KAGYMD is keeping the web site 


ry WEGYRU reported the BBS is also 


uptodate, Goetz K6GKB had looked into club donations ta the 
‘Website host; discussion was defered to the next mecting. Pred 
AFGQL asked whether the website quota is 10 MB or 10 GB: 
Wally will check, 


Don adjourned the meeting at 21:16, 


Viki Moldenbauer, KISWDS, Secretary 


Packet Pieces 


Downloaded from the BBS packet 
network: 


Date: 27 May 2010 02:34 
From: W1GMF@WIGMF 
To: HUMOR@USA, 

Subject: A Day at the Races 


‘A Rabbi is walking slowly down the street when a gust of 
‘wind blows his hat from his head, The hat is being blown 
down the street, but he is an old man, using a cane, and 
‘eant walk fast enough to catch the hat. 


‘Across the street a young man sees what has happened 
land rushes aver to grab the hat and then returns it to the 
Rabbi 


"I don't think | would have been able to catch my hat," said 
the Rabbi. "Thank you very much’ The Rabbi then places 
his hand on the man's shoulder and says, "May God bless 
you” 


The young man thinks to himself, "Ive been blessed by the 
Rabbi. This must be my lucky day!” So he goes to the 
Racetrack and in the first race he sees there is a horse 
named Stetson at 20 to 1. He bets $50 and sure enough 
the horse comes in firs. 


In the second race he sees a horse named Fedora at 30 to 
1, so he bets ital and this horse comes in first also. 


Finally at the end of the day he returns home to his wife. 
When she asks him where he's been, he explains how he 
‘aught the Rabbis hat and was blessed by him and then 
‘Went to the track and started winning on horses that had 
2 hatin their names, 


*So where's the money? she asks. 


lost it all in the 
Chateau and it lost” 


inth race, | bet on a horse named 


"You fool, Chateau is a house, Chapeau is a hat!" 


"it doesn't matter, he said, "the winner was some Japanese 
horse named Yarmulke.” 


Need Help? 


Amateurs have along history of helping each other. An 


experienced smatcr who helps another is tational called 
Stlmer Ifyou have a queston or problem you ate cocouraged 
to ask one of SCCARAs Elmers," Below i a list of topes 
Including who to contet foreach 

you consider yourself tobe reasonably competent in at 
leas one rea of amateur radio nd would be ling help oer, 
Please fil oat an Elmer form from te elu sceretry. 


WeGENR, W6JPP, K6PEQ, 


Antennas, feed-Tines, tuner 
WeeyRU 

Lightning protection, grounding: wa6yRU 
Station set-up, equipment: K6PEQ, N6JPP 
TWI/RFl: wari 


Homebrew projects, construction: KOGFUJL, WR6YRU 
Computers: older’ 18M PC: WB6YRU 

Packet Network (88S, forvarding): WBSYRU 

Code operating and installations: WB6EMR, K6PEQ 
x (Tong distance/propagat ion): WBGENR 
Enerency operating/preparedness: WAGQYS 


HF operating techniques. (SSB, Clk): WB6ENR, K6PEq 


Legal/FCC rules: WH6YRU 
SCCARA (club inner workings): K6P8Q, R6YRU, WA6QYS 


EehoLink:  KKBHX 


WO6ENR, Janes 0, Armstrong, Jr. 
evening £ msg: (408) 945-1202 


KO6FSI, Lloyd DeVaughns, 
(408) 225-6769 e-naiT: kd6tji@arrl net 


KKGWK, Don Apte, (408) 629-0725 
fesmatT: Kk6mxe301 com 


WW6aPP, John Parks, (408) 309-8709 
esmatis w6jpp@arri net 


x6PBQ, Don ViTlage, (408) 263-2789 
e-mail: donvi Magedeyahoo.com 


Wa6QYS, Lou Steirer, (408) 241-7999 
esmaiT wa6qystarr] inet 


Gary Mitchel? (408) 269-2924 
hone 88S NOARY 
wo6yrub'x.netcon.com 


wo6yRU 
packe’ 


Newsletter Notes 


['vebeen the SCCARA-GRAM editor for many yearsnovs 
and of course was a member before then, And inal hai me, 've 
fever seen anyone ‘contribute to the SCCAR4-GRAM more 
prolifically than Goetz K6GKB. Just this month alone has almost 
5 year's worth if he were a regular monthly contebutor! 

Thanks, Goetz! 

Please notice that many of his articles aren't technical 
they're just stories of what he's been up to lately. Technical 
articles are great, his isa technical bobby after all but anything 
elated to amateur radio is OK. So, Fhope ths will inspire more 
‘of you to contribute. 


73, Gary WB6YRU, editor 


Page 9 


SCCARA 

Santa Clara County Amateur Radio Association 
PO Box 106 

SAN JOSE CA 9510340106 


AefiLiate of the ARR, 4 
Anerican Radio Relay League 
FIRST CLASS 
ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 
SCCARA Membership Form for 2012 
none of your info has changed, fil in nanse and call aly 

Name: cal Chass EA GTN 
Address: Licensed since (yt 
city States Zip . Licence Expiration 


Date (may): 


Telephone: ) [New Member) Renewal 
Pim ise member ofthe ARRL 


E-mail: 


‘make sure your eal is egible and coweat if you want the newsleter by internet 


‘Memberships begin January 1 and expire December 3 
renewing” annual membership dues (base rate) are: $20 Individual, $2S Family, $10 Student (under 18) 
For new members: 

Tf joining in January: base rate 

If oining in February through October: base rate x (11 - month) x 10% 


s Dues payment for: individual Cifamily student 
For family memberships (a the same address, please include a separate form foreach family member. 


1 want the newsletter by Dus. Mat internet 


Give this completed form (or copy) with payment othe Secretary or Treasurer at any meeting or mailto the club address. paren 


